
Welcome from our CEO
	 I am delighted to  
	 be asked to write  
	 the introduction 
	 to our newsletter.
 	 I have only been in 
 	 post for a short  
	 amount of time,  
	 but I am already 
	 aware of the 
passion and dedication in our 
academies at all levels. There are 
many challenges in education at the 
moment, but I am sure we have the 
people and resources to rise to these 
challenges. I have been in education 
for many years and know that we can 
achieve more if we work together, 
share what is best and support each 
other. As one of the leaders of the 
Trust I want to play my part by serving 
the schools and the communities, 
strengthening relationships, and 
supporting at all levels.
As we start the new academic year, 
we are looking forward to the term 
ahead. After the summer break, pupils 
and staff always come back to school 
refreshed and full of enthusiasm. Even 
with this, we will need your support 
and prayers over the years to make 
sure we deliver the best for the pupils 
and families we serve.
Wishing you and your families all the 
best for the new term.

Robert Pritchard
Chief Executive Officer

OUR SCHOOLS:

The Blessed Peter Snow
Catholic Academy Trust

The final 
week of the 
Summer term 
was filled with 
celebrations 
as Sue 
McManamin, 
the Executive 
Headteacher 
of Sacred 
Heart Catholic 
Voluntary 
Academy 
in Sowerby 
Bridge and St 

Joseph's Catholic Primary Academy 
in Halifax, retired. Sue began her 
career in education later in life 
and worked her way through the 
ranks. She has always prioritised 
the well-being of the pupils and 
made decisions with their best 
interests at heart. Sue is known 
for her unwavering commitment 
to student safety and welfare, and 
she has been a strong advocate 
for teacher development and 
academic improvement. She goes 
above and beyond to support the 
personal and academic growth of 
students, families, and staff. Sacred 
Heart Catholic Voluntary Academy 
said: We are all immensely 
grateful for her leadership and the 
legacy in the hearts and minds of 
everyone she has encountered will 
live on. Her impact will never be 
forgotten.
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Trust Prayer 

God our loving Father, 

You have gathered us together as one community in the name of our 
patron, Blessed Peter Snow. 

Bless our schools, our families and our parishes, may we be united as 
one. 

We ask that with Your grace we might grow together in love and ser-
vice of You and each other in our communities. 

May we be a reflection of You in all that we do. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Visit our Website!  

www.bpstrust.org.uk  

Trust Head Office: 

The Blessed Peter Snow 
Catholic Academy Trust 
Hub 26 
Lawrence House 
Riverside Drive 
Cleckheaton 

Congratulations to Trust Director, 
Rev Canon Martin Kelly who was 
installed into the Chapter of Canons 
by Bishop Marcus  

School in our Trust have been cele-
brating interfaith week. Year 3  

Children at St Paulinus enjoyed  

listening to Sonal telling them about 
the Hindu faith.  

A fantastic new addition to 
the Outdoor Learning envi-
ronment and playground at 
St Patrick’s Birstall.   

St John Fishers was well represented at the Remembrance 
Service at Dewsbury Cemetery. Our students laid wreaths 
and read out a biography of a local lad who died in WW1.  

St Mary’s Halifax, have launched their new School Mis-
sion after consultation with staff, Academy Councillors, 
parents and pupils. The new mission focuses on what is 
really important for the pupils of St Mary's.  

Thank you to the St Malachy’s 
Community for their wonderful 
donations to Halifax Community 
Kitchen.  

We are so lucky to have such support in school 
from the local parish priests. Fr Eamonn comes 
each week to say our Monday 8am mass and 
delivers a wonderful sermon each week too.  

Did you know? We cook all our 
meals fresh on site each day! If you 
would like your child to try a 
school meal, please contact the 
school offices!  
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St Patrick’s Catholic Primary Academy, Elland
St Patrick’s Catholic Primary Academy in Elland was rated as GOOD  
in ALL AREAS in their most recent Ofsted Inspection in June 2024.

The report highlights that ‘St Patrick’s Primary Academy is a warm, 
welcoming and inclusive school. Pupils are kind and tolerant 
towards each other. Staff and pupils respect each other. Bullying is not tolerated. 
Pupils are happy and safe. Families are welcomed into school regularly. Parents 
value the community feel of the school.’

Acting Headteacher, Alex Hudson-Crook: said “We are delighted with the 
outcome, and I am incredibly proud of the staff team for their hard work and 
dedication to our school. The report highlights the skilled team we have here 
and how this impacts positively on teaching and learning for all of our children.”

St Patrick’s Catholic Primary Academy, Huddersfield
St Patrick’s Catholic Primary Academy in Huddersfield continues 
to be a ‘Good’ school in their recent Ofsted Inspection.

Headteacher, Rebecca Holmes said: ‘We were delighted with 
our recent Ofsted inspection which recognised the “positive 
educational experience” that children have at St Patrick’s, 
Huddersfield.  Our report also spoke about children “enjoying our 
caring school” and being “keen to take risks in sharing their ideas.”  We are very 
proud to have our work recognised as we continue to encourage  
our children to ‘Serve, Lead and Succeed.’

St Joseph’s Catholic Academy, Brighouse
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary Academy in Brighouse continues to 
be a ‘Good’ school in their recent Ofsted Inspection.

 The report highlights that ‘St Joseph’s Catholic Primary Academy 
is a warm and welcoming school. The school motto ‘Love, learn 
and live in Christ!’ is central to the life of the school. Pupils 
are polite and respectful. They respond well to adults. Caring staff provide the 
high-quality pastoral support that pupils need to thrive. The school’s mission 
statement impacts positively on behaviour. It helps pupils to ‘be the best versions 
of themselves’.

Dear 
Parishioner,

Since I joined 
St Patrick’s in 
September 
2018, I have 
always felt 
so welcomed 
by the local 
community 
and, as a small 

primary school, we pride ourselves on 
these strong relationships and links 
that mean so much to the children, 
families and staff. I am proud of 
how enthusiastically our parents, 
carers, pupils and staff speak about 
our school and our recent Ofsted 
inspection highlighted how ‘parents 
value the community feel of the 
school’.

In June 2024, our school was 
inspected by Ofsted and was 
judged to be GOOD in ALL areas. 
Our full report is available to read 
on the Ofsted website. Inspectors 
recognised the quality of curriculum 
on offer for our children, noting the 
well-developed subject knowledge 
of staff and how teachers teach 
with confidence. Children grow 
academically and personally here, 
and they enjoy a range of wonderful, 
enriching experiences throughout 
their primary education. We welcome 
children and families from the local 
parish and also the wider area 

and we offer a bespoke personal 
development curriculum based on 
Catholic virtues and the life of Jesus.

In just a few months, applications for 
Reception Class places will open for 
September 2025. If you would like to 
come and visit our popular school, 
the staff team would be happy to take 
you on a personal tour and show you 
why St Patrick’s is a wonderful place 
to belong. More information can be 
found on our school website.

This summer, I will say a fond farewell 
to the wonderful community at St 
Patrick’s, as I will take up the post 
of Headteacher at Sacred Heart in 
Sowerby Bridge from September. I 
am incredibly proud of the journey 
I have taken with everyone at St 
Patrick’s in recent years and I thank 
the community for your support. I 
warmly welcome Mrs Catie Boyes as 
she now begins her stewardship of 
this wonderful school.

 I very much look forward to getting to 
know the children, families, staff and 
wider community in Sowerby Bridge 
over the coming weeks and months – 
and if you are reading from Sowerby 
Bridge, do come and introduce 
yourself or arrange a visit. I would be 
delighted to hear from you.

God bless

Alex Hudson-Crook
Acting Headteacher

WORKING IN OUR TRUST
Vacancies: Work with us
If you are a Catholic teacher, or know of a Catholic Teacher who is currently working elsewhere, we’d love to hear from you. 
If you are interested in developing your career or want to be kept informed of current and future vacancies, please contact 
Helen Blanchard - Trust HR Manager (h-blanchard@bpstrust.org.uk) to arrange a confidential conversation.

Governance: Helping us be better
It is a fact that School Governors help schools to be better. Governors are the advocates for children, ensuring that the 
work of schools is always focused on being the best they can be for our children. If you are interested in finding out more 
about what being a governor is, and importantly isn’t (!) and the time commitments, please contact David Hymas - Trust 
Governance manager (d-hymas@bpstrust.org.uk) for a discussion.
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Ofsted Triple Success
Proudly Awarded!

A Fond Farewell



LATEST NEWS!

The PTFA at St Patrick’s in Elland have been incredibly 
busy transforming a space in school into a new nurture 
and sensory space. 
We are delighted with and truly thankful to our PTFA, 
parent volunteers and to everyone who has supported 
fundraising for this wonderful and much needed space 
in our school.

Our children entered a Calderdale Gymnastics 
competition and we had two groups who competed in 
the floor and vault sections of the competition.    
On floor the children had to remember a 10 part routine 
with a mixture of strength and flexibility elements to it.  
The vault involved performing using a springboard. 
Both teams not only represented our school fantastically 
with their behaviour and showcasing their talents, but 
they also both won first place and came home with gold 
medals!

On 1st May, Fr Michael Hall and Head Boy (Sam) & 
Head Girl (Sophie) along with our school council led the 
whole school in a beautiful liturgy and procession to 
honour the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The statue was then placed within the school’s prayer 
garden for children and families to visit throughout the 
month of May, presenting flowers and other objects in 
her honour. 

The Year 10 students at St John Fisher explored the 
Battlefields of Belgium and France. What an experience 
and a fantastic group of students who embody our 
CARE values. 

We are so proud of our Year 6 pupils who were crowned 
champions at the Calderdale Poetry Slam at the Victoria 
Theatre in Halifax. The judges said that they were ‘blown 
away’ by the creativity and depth of the poems and 
commended our pupils for their performance.

Our Pro-Readers held a competition where pupils had to 
design a mask based on their favourite character from 
a book. We had a wealth of fantastic entries; however, 
these pupils were chosen as our winners. They enjoyed 
a walk to The Piece Hall to spend their £10 book token 
(kindly donated by our hard-working PTFA) at The Book 
Corner…and of course we had to visit Blondin’s for an  
ice-cream as an extra treat!  

A massive thank you 
to Mr Randolph Victor 
at PRS (Yorkshire) Ltd, 
Signmakers & Printers 
based in Bradford, and 
many of his business 
friends who together 
have sponsored 5  
students from St John 
Fisher, Dewsbury to 
go on pilgrimage to 

Lourdes, an experience that will be with them for a 
lifetime! Thank you for your support.

Children of 
St Paulinus 
Catholic 
Primary School 
celebrated 
their First Holy 
Communion 
on the 9th of 
June! What 

a wonderful mass it was! The children read well, sang 
beautifully and were very reverent when receiving their 
Holy Communion! Congratulations to you all - we are so 
proud of you!

St Joseph’s Halifax  YR 6 - POETRY SLAM

BOOKSHOP VISITBOOKSHOP VISIT

St Mary’s Catholic Primary Academy

St JOHN FISHER

St Paulinus Catholic Primary School

THANK YOU!

St Patrick’s Catholic Academy, Birstall

Day for Daisy fundraising event: On Friday, 7th May, the 
children at St. Joseph’s came dressed in pink or bright 
colours to raise money for the Candlelighters charity. 
The Candlelighters charity supports many families 
affected by childhood cancer and has supported a family 
in our school when their daughter, Daisy, sadly lost her 
life to cancer in October, leaving her twin sister and 
family to deal with the loss. In addition to dressing in 
pink or bright colours, the children completed different 
crafts to sell after school. We also held a very popular 
‘Splat the Teacher’ event and had a huge pink raffle, 
which received donations from our school families and 
local businesses. Both the school and Daisy’s family 
were overwhelmed by the support and the money 
raised by our school community – a huge £2022!”

Holy Spirit Catholic Primary Academy

St Patrick’s Elland

The children of 
Holy Spirit Catholic 
Primary Academy 
recently took 
part in the North 
Kirklees Schools 
Golf Competition 
at Hanging Heaton 

Golf Club. The children had a brilliant time competing 
and also got the chance to see the fantastic facilities 
the golf club has to offer. This amazing team finished 
in second place overall. Congratulations to all of 
those who took part.

St Joseph’s Dewsbury

St Joseph’s Primary School Halifax


