
Welcome from our CEO
Dear Families,

 
As we journey 
through Lent, 
reflecting 
on sacrifice, 
renewal, and 
spiritual growth, 

I am reminded 
of the profound 

significance of this season in our 
lives. It is a time of introspection, a 
time to shed old habits and embrace 
new beginnings. As interim CEO, I 
am inspired by the dedication and 
resilience that each of our schools 
brings to our mission every day.

As we approach Easter, let us 
rejoice in the promise of new life 
and transformation. Just as the 
resurrection symbolizes hope and 
renewal, may it also inspire us to 
envision the endless possibilities 
that lie ahead for our organization 
with the appointment of our new 
CEO Mr Rob Pritchard. Together, 
let us embrace the spirit of Easter, 
emerging stronger and more united 
than ever before.

Wishing you and your loved ones a 
blessed Easter filled with joy, hope, 
and the warmth of new beginnings.

Rachel McEvoy
Interim CEO
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LATEST NEWS!

WORKING IN OUR TRUST
Vacancies: Work with us
If you are a Catholic teacher, or know of a Catholic Teacher who is currently working elsewhere, we’d love to hear from you. 
If you are interested in developing your career or want to be kept informed of current and future vacancies, please contact 
Helen Blanchard - Trust HR Manager (h-blanchard@bpstrust.org.uk) to arrange a confidential conversation.

Governance: Helping us be better
It is a fact that local school governors help schools to be great. Governors are the advocates for children, ensuring that the 
work of school is focused on the right priorities, being the best they can be for our children. If you are interested in finding 
out more about being a school governor, the time commitments, what being a governor is all about and more importantly 
what it isn’t, please contact David Hymas - Trust Governance manager (d-hymas@bpstrust.org.uk) for a discussion.

A past pupil from St Patrick’s 
Elland, Elliot Wilkinson, is making 
huge strides in the world of Judo! 
Elliot represents England in the 
sport and has travelled to the likes 
of Stuttgart to compete on an 
international level!

St Paulinus Mini Vinnies were visited by Cath, the president of St.Paulinus SVP. 
She told students about the work the SVP does, such as helping people who 
need things for their house, visiting people who are lonely, and fundraising to 
send children to the SVP summer camp.

Children at St Patrick’s Elland  
have been celebrating other  
faiths and cultures. Mrs Azeb  
organised a fantastic cooking  
workshop for pupils.

The love of reading 

is being developed 

with the reading 

nook at St Paulinus!

The link between attendance and attainment is clear:
In 2018/19. just 40% of persistently absent (PA) children in KS2 achieved expected 

KS2 standards, compared with 84% of pupils who were regular attenders.
36% of PA children in KS4 got 9 to 4 in their English and maths GCSEs, 

also compared with 84% of regular attenders.

All schools at BPS celebrated our love All schools at BPS celebrated our love 
of reading during World Book Day!of reading during World Book Day!
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Trust Prayer 

God our loving Father, 

You have gathered us together as one community in the name of our 
patron, Blessed Peter Snow. 

Bless our schools, our families and our parishes, may we be united as 
one. 

We ask that with Your grace we might grow together in love and ser-
vice of You and each other in our communities. 

May we be a reflection of You in all that we do. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Visit our Website!  

www.bpstrust.org.uk  

Trust Head Office: 

The Blessed Peter Snow 
Catholic Academy Trust 
Hub 26 
Lawrence House 
Riverside Drive 
Cleckheaton 

Congratulations to Trust Director, 
Rev Canon Martin Kelly who was 
installed into the Chapter of Canons 
by Bishop Marcus  

School in our Trust have been cele-
brating interfaith week. Year 3  

Children at St Paulinus enjoyed  

listening to Sonal telling them about 
the Hindu faith.  

A fantastic new addition to 
the Outdoor Learning envi-
ronment and playground at 
St Patrick’s Birstall.   

St John Fishers was well represented at the Remembrance 
Service at Dewsbury Cemetery. Our students laid wreaths 
and read out a biography of a local lad who died in WW1.  

St Mary’s Halifax, have launched their new School Mis-
sion after consultation with staff, Academy Councillors, 
parents and pupils. The new mission focuses on what is 
really important for the pupils of St Mary's.  

Thank you to the St Malachy’s 
Community for their wonderful 
donations to Halifax Community 
Kitchen.  

We are so lucky to have such support in school 
from the local parish priests. Fr Eamonn comes 
each week to say our Monday 8am mass and 
delivers a wonderful sermon each week too.  

Did you know? We cook all our 
meals fresh on site each day! If you 
would like your child to try a 
school meal, please contact the 
school offices!  

All schools at BPS celebrated our love 
of reading during World Book Day!

Help your child get the most out 
of the internet. CEOP provide 
advice and support to parents and 
children around online safety.
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents

ONLINE SAFETY
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LATEST NEWS!
This beautiful ornate 
arrangement of palm leaves 
was bought for the Chapel 
at SJF by a member of staff. 
It has been brought back 
from Elche in Spain. The 
Palm Sunday procession 
in Elche is one of the city’s 
most traditional events and 
always attracts large 
crowds. Beautiful!

KS2 pupils at St Patrick’s Elland are having a great 
time on their residential visit to the Lake District.

At St Paulinus, our 
confirmation children led 
the school family mass. 
They sang beautifully and 
sang their chosen hymns 
very well. They also 
enjoyed a cake specially 
made for them!

Parents at St Patrick’s 
Huddersfield came along to 
the FOS quiz night! It was 
a lot of fun and there were 
plenty of rounds to test the 
brain cells!

Well done to Y5 & Y6 from St Patrick’s Birstall 
representing the school at the Netball festival at 
Batley Sports Centre

Wonderful assemblies and liturgies took place across 
the Trust celebrating Candlemas

Staff and Students from both Holy Spirit and St 
Patrick’s Birstall represented their schools at 10 
Downing Street Reception for the Local Sports 
Champions with Rt Hon Lucy Frazer KC MP Sec of 
State for Culture, Media, and Sport, recognising 
our Schools Games Platinum Award, sporting 
achievements and high-quality PE provision. What an 
honour!

Children at St Paulinus 
have enjoyed learning 
all about Chinese New 
Year, its meanings, and 
traditions. The children 
spent time making 
Chinese lanterns, writing 
Chinese numbers, 
composing a Chinese 
dragon dance, making 
some fabulous masks, 
and tasting some food.

Congratulations to all 
children across the 
Calderdale Deanery who 
celebrated the Sacrament 
of Confirmation with 
Bishop Marcus at St 
Mary’s Church, Halifax

LKS2 at St Joseph’s 
enjoyed looking around 
English Martyrs’ church 
as part of ‘Celebrating 
the mass’ topic in RE

Year 2 students at OLOL started 
their Lenten Journey with their 
class assembly. They led us in 
a beautiful prayerful liturgy. 
Also, congratulations to the 
girls football team who won 
the Pennine Sports Partnership 
football event!

	 Headteacher address - 
	 Mr Karl Mackey 
	 St John Fisher, Dewsbury

	 Dear Parishioner, 
	 In February St John Fisher 		
	 Catholic Voluntary Academy  
	 was honoured to host a visit  
	 from The Bishop of Leeds. 
Bishop Marcus was joined by the Director and Deputy  
Director of Education for the Leeds Diocese and 
enjoyed a comprehensive tour of the Academy, 
including our rededicated chapel, where Father 
Eamonn Hegarty delivers weekly Mass. As a former 
teacher himself, Bishop Marcus was keen to get 
involved in student learning and participated in a 
number of RE lessons, much to the delight of the 
children. The visit of Bishop Marcus was a great 
privilege for our school and came a week after our 
latest visit from His Majesty’s Inspector at Ofsted. 

You will be able to read the full report on Ofsted’s 
website and I’m very pleased that HMI recognised 
the considerable work that has recently taken place 
at St John Fisher. The report highlights the high 
expectations of leaders and staff and the considerable 
improvements that have been made resulting in a 
safe, calm and happier school. In particular the report 
emphasises strong relationships between staff and 
pupils, a strong culture of safeguarding at the school, 
improved attendance, better support for students and 
much better behaviour. Pupils speak enthusiastically 
about their lessons and the opportunities that school 
is providing them with.

Since I became Headteacher last Easter, I have 
been reminded many times by the welcoming local 
community, that St John Fisher long held a wonderful 
reputation as the best school in Dewsbury. We intend 
to restore that reputation and provide a wonderful 
Catholic education that we can all be proud of and 
that your children deserve.

High school places have recently been allocated and 
we have a very few places left for September 2024. 
Should you wish to see our wonderful school for 
yourself, please don’t hesitate to contact me and I 
would be delighted to take you on a personal tour 
of our school to show you the great things that are 
happening at St John Fisher.

God bless

Karl Mackey - Headteacher

All our Headteachers 
came together in 
prayer at the end of our 
Headteacher forum at 
St John Fishers. Thank 
you to Canon Martin 
for celebrating Mass 
and to St John Fisher for 
hosting us.


